FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 4t July
Jesus comes among us as one like us — his own people were
surprised at his goodness and his powers. He comes among us
today in the ordinariness of his people, in their needs and in their
love.

MASSES

Vigil Saturdays 6p.m. Sundays: 9a.m. & 11a.m.

Working Holy Days: Vigil 6p.m. Holy Days 10a.m. & 7.30p.m.
Weekdays: Monday to Saturday 10 a.m.

Monsignor Gearoid Dullea P.P.
Tel: 429 2296
Emergency Mobile 087 - 239 5434

Parish Office: 429 4332

Email: parishoffice@ballinloughparishcork.ie
Web: www.ballinloughparishcork.ie

Webcam: www.churchservices.tv/ballinloughlourdes

There will be a second collection (at the door) at all Masses this weekend
3rd /4t July in aid of Peter’s pence.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul wishes to thank you for your continued
support. June Collection: € 1,260

Need help or wish to volunteer: Contact SVP 021 4270444

SVP Church Gate Collection next week-end 10t & 11t" July

Feast Days of the Week
Monday 5t St. Anthony Zaccaria. Was a medical doctor before becoming a
priest in Milan. He founded the
Barnabites.

Tuesday 6t" St. Maria Goretti.
St. Moninne Of Killeavy was one of Ireland’s early
women saints. After instruction on the
religious life, she founded a community
in Co. Armagh.

Wednesday 7t" St. Maelruain. Bishop and abbot, founded the
monastery of Tallaght, Co. Dublin which
introduced a reform. Important
liturgical and spiritual writings emerged
from this movement known as the Céli
Dé reform.

Thursday 8t St. Kilian was born in the parish of Mullagh in the
diocese of Kilmore. With eleven
companions he left Ireland and became
known as the apostle of Thuringia and
Eastern Franconia.

In the gospel today Jesus takes a trip home to Nazareth. This is not social
visit. While there he begins to preach in the synagogue. Initially it seems to
be going well for Jesus as the people are astonished when they hear him
speak. This doesn’t last long and they turn on him saying; 'Where did the man
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been granted to him and these
miracles that are worked through him? This is (just) the carpenter, surely,
the son of Mary, and they would not accept him.’ Having turned on him, then
they turn their backs on him and reject him. To use a modern phrase, what
they are saying is who does he think he is? Because of their attitude and
reaction Jesus can work no miracles, curing only a few people. While at first
they were astonished at Jesus’ words and wisdom, in the end he is amazed at
their lack of faith.

At the time of Jesus, the people were waiting and hoping for the Messiah.
They had very set ideas about The Messiah. They hoped that he would restore
Israel to its former glory and then lead people triumphantly. However, Jesus
would not be the kind of Messiah or leader they wanted. He challenges their
assumptions about him and their expectations of him.

Not everyone who met and heard Jesus liked what he said and some did not
follow him, such as the Rich Young Man. He was asked to follow Jesus, but he
couldn’t and chose not to go with him. Jesus did not beg him to follow him;
he freely called him and he freely let him go. When the word of God came to
Mary that she was to be the mother of God she was deeply disturbed and
wondered what the words meant. Through this ordinary woman God would
do something extraordinary. She heard God’s word for her; she listened
faithfully with an open heart and responded courageously. Similarly with us,
Jesus calls us by our name; he offers us the message he offered those in the
gospel. How we respond to this invitation is up to us. We can either accept
Jesus and his message or we can reject him as those in the gospel did.

We are made in the image and likeness of God; we have to be careful not to
make God or Jesus in our image to suit our needs. It is true that we each
have own idea and image of God or Jesus which helps us to pray and relate to
God in ways and in words that we can understand. Jesus talks about himself
as the shepherd, the vine, the light, the bread of life, the one who teaches,
heals and forgives us. These very simple images that help us enter in to a
relationship with Jesus. While Jesus wants to heal, forgive and nourish us,
there are times when he challenges us. He asks us to love and forgive our
enemies, to welcome the stranger, to care for the poor and neglected, to love
others as we love ourselves and to put their needs before our own. He asked
to serve others as he serves us. This is the challenging part of his message,
the demanding part of the gospel.

Like those in the gospel, we have choices and decisions to make every day as
we try our best to follow Jesus. Each day, Jesus calls me by my name to
follow him - how do I respond when I hear his call and invitation?



Our Lady’s Crown Prayer

Most Glorious Queen of Heaven and Mother of God,

You whom the Blessed Trinity has crowned with unequalled glory.
You are the Sovereign Queen over all God’s Creation.

I place myself and all my loved ones under the power,

protection, and sovereignty of your Crown.

Under the protection of your crown I will fear no other crown and
through your immense intercessory power

I ask you to spare us all from the effects of the corona virus.

Dearest Mother and Queen,

We, your children in Christ Jesus,

Ask you to obtain for us

An end to the spread of this virus. Amen

The Memorare




